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TO THE IRISH NATION.. 



— — — rapere falfis nominibus imperium, 

Tacitus in vita Agricolfi.- 
COUNTRYMEN, 

HE fever of expectation has at length fubfided— 
The agitations of fear and hope are at an' end— but if 
rmiftake not the feelings which have fuceeeded thofe 
agitations are not lefs fatal to your quiet. The deve- 
lopement of that plot which has been formed againft 
your liberty has (hewn you,. indeed, the extent of your 
danger; but accompanied, as that developement was, 
with proofs that the danger is yet imminent, you mnft 
now more than ever be occupied with the momen- 
tous and anxious queflion how it (hall be aveited? Mo- 
mentous indeed it is '.far too great for one mind to dif- 
eufs or decide on. But though it be not for the indivi- 
dual to dictate on a queflion which feems to belong ex- 
clufiveJy to the nation,, or rather to' that conftitutional 
organ of the' nation's willj which has, on this occafidn, 
fo loudly and faithfully fpoken the fenfe of Ireland ; yet 
j'ri this free ftate, every man not only has a right, at fuch 
a time as this, but is bound to communicate to his 
Countrymen the impreffions which he feels. I avail my- 
felfof this privilede, then, while yet I may, toeafe the 
throbbings of an heart burftircg with the indignant feel? 
ings of an trifhman, who fees his country and all the 
bleffings it contains,. his friends, his family, his offfpring,, 
oxpofed in proftrate weaknefs to the uplifted dagger of 
an avowed and perfevering enemy who hears eternal 
war declared againft the conftitution which he has bled 
to defend, and which juftifies him in the proud boaft of 
being the free fubjedt of a free ftate ! 

Is this the fituation of Ireland at this hour ? I refer 
thofe who doubt, to the infolent and hypocritical pream- 
ble with which the Britifh minifter has prefaced the deed 
of fale which, if we refift not, is to transfer for ever the 
kingdom of Ireland and its people into the power of the 
Britifh parliament. I know not what impreflion that 
fpeech may have made on others, but to mc it appears a 
piece of bafe and black fophiftry, comprehending at 
once a premeditated infult on the people of this country, 
and a denunciation of eternal hoftility againft its confti- 
tution. How does it inftrtt us ? I anfwer, in every way 
in which a country can be infulted : It calumniates our 
morals— it derides our intellect — it laughs at our weak- 
nefs — it mocks our poverty — and it charges the legifla- 
ture which governs us, not with venial errors, but with a 
radical incapacity, from its ignorance and its corruption, 
to difcharge its functions. "Every argument by which 



it attempts to recommend an Union is founded on the 
ignorance, the barbarifm, the vices, of the people of 
Ireland, their pretended dependance on Britifh genera- 
lity for exiftence as a nation, and on their alledged inca- 
pacity to fubfi ft without Britifh protection: And why is 
it that we do not accede fo the force of thefe argu- 
ments ? We are told it is becaufe, barbarous and unci- 
vilized as we are, we rejeft from prejudice a profer- 
ed boon !' Is it then prejudice to reject a propofal which 
exiinguifhes for ever the fovereignty of our country ? 
Is it prejudice tb love independence, to uphold a confti- 
tution which we obtained with difficulty and have de- 
fended with our blood ? Is it prejudice in Ireland to fpiirn 
the yoke and to refufe unconditional fubmiffipn to the 
legiflature of a country,, which, when we, were fnbject 
to them* treated us with cruelty, with injuftice, which 
even: now the friends of that country, the advocates of 
the propofed rheafure can neither deny, nor juftify, nor 
extenuate, nay, which they do not wifh to extenuate, 
but actually boaft of as the only bond which kept tAe 
countries together? But the. days of darknefs, it is faid, 
arc part, and the enlightened policy of Great Britain now 
perceives that the interefts of the two countries are one, 
and that the profperity of Ireland muft encreafe the 
wealth of Britain. How does this appear ? Is it proved 
by the prefent Conduct of Great Britain, or bv the 
avowed principles of her policy in this very inftance? 
No, certainly. ', Op the contrary, (he explicitly declares 
that while Ireland retains her feperate independance, 
the profperity of this country, is-a juft caufe of fear and 
jealoufy in that: For, is not this the principle upon 
which this project of an Union refts — that in order to 
make the interefts of Ireland compatible with thofe of 
Britain,. Ireland muft forego all diftinct exiftence, ,ind 
fubmit herfelf and her concerns to the direction of the 
Britifh legiflature ? And why is this' neceflary but be- 
caufe, even yet, with all her pretences to liberality, 
Great Britain fees in Ireland a rival, whofe exiftence is 
inconfiftent with her eafe and fafety ? Thus the very 
propofal of an Union proves the continued exiftence 
of former prejudices, and involves a declaration of the 
old principle of hoftility under a new name — The delenda 
ejl Carthago is tranflated by it into plain Engljfh, and 
becomes " Ireland mujl unite with Britain or he put 
down /" 

But would even an Union fave Ireland from the opera- 
tion of this deftructive principle? To anfwer this let 
us confider what are the evils which the minifter reforts 
to an Union to correct. The principal'of thefe is "the 
divifion of fects in the remnant of antierit hoftility 
between the old inhabitants and the 'fet tiers." Now I 
afk how can an Union terminate thofe divifions unlefs 
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by the equal comprefTnre of flaveryupon all parties, 
that preffure which reduces what is high to the loweft 
level, anil fink's what is now loweft lower, which is in 
fact the principle of hoftility to Ireland carried to its ex- 
treme I know but one way in which Britifh, power can ob- 
viate the hoftility between the " old inhabitants and fet- 
tlers," if that diftin&ion yet exifts after they have been 
incorporated for fo many centuries : I fee but one way 
I fay- in which Bfittfh power can appeafelrifh jealoufies, 
namel}*, that in which a paramountftate generally tran- 
quillizes a fubje<Etone,puting down 'one party by another, 
and then ■extinguifhing that which fnrvives. Bar- 
barous and incorrigible as the Britifli minifter thinks 
us, what more, gentle treatment could we expecl: than 
others in the -fame circumftances have experienced? 
But who are thefe fettlers ?— have they not been Eng- 
Jifhmeri, overflowing with that valour, virtue, and civili- 
zation, which we are told will rufli in upon us after an 
Union and regenerate our country r Now, if thefe 
fame Englifh fettlers have hitherto produced fo little ef- : 
feci: in reclaiming our "old inhabitants" from their invete- 
rate barbarifm, what hope can be entertained that the* 
new comers will be more fuccefsfiil ? : Alas! it is but 
too true, I fear, that there is not now a greater flock of 
this valour and virtue in England than there was 
two or three centuries back ;— a new importation, 
therefore* if- our ports were open for it, would not I ap- 
prehend be much more copious or effective than former 
ones. How then would the tranquillifmg and ciyilifihg 
fpecnlation proceed ? I will not mock the feelings or 
alarm the fears of the old Milefian, by pointing out to 
him what -other modes might be put in practice to re- 
form him, befides the example of Britifh virtue, but 
left at a future day his patience and fortitude fhould be 
put to the trial, I willfuggeft to him (if he be-civilized 
enough to know that partial evil muft be fuffered for the 
general good) that f " many lamentable but neceffary 
inflictions" will perhaps then have become indifpenfable 
for the general fecurity of the Britifh empire — for the 
removal "of that ignorance and want of civilization 
which exift in Ireland in a greater degree than in any 
other country"— -for the extinction of " religious and 
national feuds and animofities," and to make way for 
the " infnfioh of Britifh valour and Britifli virtue" into 
his native country ! But let not the old Iriih be alarmed, 
their barbarifm will not be foobftinate as to force the 
civilizing power of Britain to fuch extreme expedients. 
The importation of Britifti valour end virtue will be at- 
tended with the " introduction of a more cultivated 
intellect;!"— The bltndnefs of Ireland which is at pre- 
fe'nt fuch -as '-a Britifh minifler "could have nb concepti- 
on of will be removed — The hebetude of Irifh facul- 
ties will befharpened— "-Arid the moft barbarous country 
in the world will catch by fympathy the morals, the 

f For this and. the other paffages marked with; (** ") inverted 
commas vide; Air. Pitt's fpeech in the- Britifli Houfe of Commons oa 
the 31ft of January, as publithed ia the MomuigPoftj 



the manners, and the induftry, of the civilizing ftate! 
It was impudent of France to talk of giving liberty to 
Europe;' but let the world judge whether the -irifolence 
of the Britifh -minifler does not outftrip -France when he 
talks of giving, nof liberty, but intellect to a country. 

But we are to have the Britifli conftitutiort ! I call on 
every man who wifhes well to the connection between 
the two countries to fay who it is that now endangers 
that connection — Mr.. Pitt, who tells Ireland that fhe is 
not free, becaufe her crown is on the head of a Britifh 
King; or thofe who oppofe an Union, becaufe Ireland 
already poffeffls the conftitution of England"? But 
granting for a moment that we have it not, and that 
we enjoy but a mockery of freedom ; is it from Mr. 
Pitt—- is it, I afk, : from Britain herfelf that we are to 
beg or buy a conftitution ? Is liberty exclufively the 
growth of Britifh fori ? Does it participate of quali- 
ties which, like tkofe of noxious animals, cannot exift 
in an atmofphere purely Irifh, and muft we incorporate 
with England before it will live in our ifland? No! 
countrymen ; believe me, liberty and a free conftitu- 
tion may be obtained by any country v/hofe inhabitants 
are men ; and the fecurity and continuance of that li- 
berty depends cn'y upon their own virtue. If you can- 
not be free without the patronage and protection of 
Britain, you cannot be free with it : — Your liberty and 
your conftitution muft be felf-exiftent, or they are 
nothing. You may as well talk of creating fhadow, with- 
out light or fubftance, as of giving liberty to ; thofe who 
want ftrength or virtue to acquire it. The liberty of a 
ftate is like the ftrength of an individual, both muft flow 
from an inherent principle— both are incommunicable. 

But bow are the Catholics to be affected by an 
Union? The majority of the " old inhabitants" of 
Ireland are Catholics, and they have been the merchan- 
dize of party for a century back. Let it not be fup- 
pofed that I mean to bribe the Catholic to defend the 
conftitution of his country againft the aggreftion of an 
infolentafTailant; the fervices which are bought in fuch 
a cafe are worthlefs, for they are infincere and caprici- 
ous : I ca+1 on himbut to open his. eyes— to view his 
prefent fituation, and to weigh well the offers which 
are made to tempthim to betray his truft to his coun- 
try and his pofterity. What does Mr. Pitt offer to 
bribe the Catholic ? His offer, if it can be called one, 
is comprehended in this memorable fentence :— -"■ If 
ever the 'day comet that the Catholics fhall give proof 
of their principles, that, it is fafe to ;»dmit them to 
every privilege, fuch a meafure, inan united parlia- 
ment, would be free from all thofe dangers which would 
threaten Ireland if it were con fidered as a feparate and 
diftinct legiflatiire :?' Now I fay that- this fentence, 
framed as it is in the evafive and. cunning fpirit which 
marks thecompofniom of this dealer in wordsjis yet 
fufficiently explicit, to prove to any man of common 
undeiftanding that the Catholic has. nothing to ex- 
pect from an Unions which,- while it leaves ///was he 
flood, would involve the reft of the country in hopelefs 
dependaoce 1 and indelibledifgracei "If ever the day comes 



that tlie Catholics /ha!] give proof of their principles !" 
It is evident then [hat the probation of a century has 
not proved to Mr. Pitt that the Catholics may be ad- 
mitted to every privilege— When then will he be fatis- 
fied? — At the end of another century, mould he, or 
/fey"- a minifler, then exift? It is doubtful whether he 
who has thought a trial of one century infufncient, 
would be convinced at the end of another j but it is 
not doubtful that an advantage To remote, even if it 
werecertain, can but little, influence the' actions of the 
prefent generation ; and the catholics, I conceive, wilP 
not be much inclined to confide in the future policy of 
that man who declares that at prefent he does not think 
it safe to truft them. I conclude then, . that from 
Mr. Pitt, fhould he fucceed in his plan of fubjugating . 
the country, the Catholic has nothing to hope. What 
does he fee on the other fide ? At prefent he is ex- 
cluded, certainty, from fome of the privileges of the' 
conftitution ; but it cannot efcape his attention that he 
is in progrefBon toward a full enjoyment of all its bene-' 
fits. It is yet little more than twenty years fince he 
began his career from a point which, happily, is very 
remote indeed from that at which he now fiandS: 
His progrefs, for fome years, was flow ; but as he ad- 
vanced, his velocity encreafed, and has continued to 
encreafe with rapid acceleration till the prefent hour, 
when the goal appears not only within view, but almoft 
within his reach. Do I promife him that he (hall reach 
it? No; it is not mine ro promife — that is an event 
which*,' like the effect of a phyfical caufe, depends riot 
on the will of the individual, but on the immutable 
laws which govern the moral world — for it is not to the 
fpirit of Catholic claims — to the management of the Ca- 
tholic body — nor to the liberality and conceffions of the 
Proteftant that I attribute his elevation to the rank of free- 
man which he now holds. 1 confider it as the natural and 
neceffary effect of a wife, temperate and loyal conduct, 
on his part, and the expanding energy of our free con- 
ftitution on the other. While he, ',' then,' continues to 
act with wifdom, temperance, and loyalty.'; and while 
ive continue to poflefs a free conftitbtion, thofe caufes 
will continue to produce the fame effects, and mud, 
eventually, Taife him tothat higheft point ■ in the fcale 
of freedom for which his virtue fliall have fitted him. 
But let him (tart afide from the honourable courfe he 
lias hitherto purfued ; let him for the bafe bribe which 
an infidious minifler holds up to his view, but does 
not promife hint'— -let him for this become a deadly in- 
ftrument in the hands of that minifler to flab the confti- 
tution of his native land ; — he will find himfelf fhorn of 
his flrength, and inflead of being raifed to the dignity 
which he courted, will be funk to that loweftflate of hu- 
man degradation-— that of a difappointed traitor ; laughed 
at by the knave who duped- him, and execrated by all 
mankind ! He will learn, when too late, that perfonal 
freedom cannot be obtained by felling the liberties of 
his country !. 

In offering to my countrymen thefe few thoughts on 
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the fpeech of the BritifTi Minifler, I have not touched 
on the queflion now fo common' — " Is the 'Union 
given up ? Will the Minifler prefs the meafure ?" ■' If 
the queflion were hiked of me, I would fay to the' peo- 
ple of Ireland — " ft depends on YOt; whether the Mi- 
nifler will, or will not, prefs an Union:" fo far as exr 
trinfic cirCumflarices can affect you, your fubjugatioU 
is already complete ; the contract for your delivery is 
already fighed,' fealed and delivered to the Britifli par- 
liament ; it remains only that the Guinea Merchant 
who has made it, fhould get poffeffion of you in order to 
fulfill his bargain."' This is not a fanciful allufiori; 
and it is worth obferving, perhaps, that the' rea- 
foris which are 'offered to induce you to an 
Union are exactly thofe by which the trader in 
human flefli extenuates the barbarous traffic' — " he ref- 
cues the haplefs African from the turbulence, the blood, 
the barbarity, the ignorance, which made his freedom 
a curfe — and he confers on him all the bleffings of tran- 
quil, civilized, induflri'ous slavery I" He reftrains 
his turbulence, but it is by fetters ! He teaches him 
morality, but it is with ftiipes ! He inculcates chriftian- 
ity, but it is by the driver's whip ! The Britifh Mi- 
nifler too, offers to tranquillize* to inflruct, to civilize 
Ireland ; but the price of tuition mult be- her liberty ! 
Let us take care that if we give up freedom for Britiilt 
morals, and independence for her civilization, Irifhmeri 
will not be taught by the fame prccefs-1- ' - . . 

But if the Minifler berefolved to carry an Uiiion,can 
we prevent him ? I fay, -yes; Yet I allow the tafk 
may be difficult. The. fituation in which we ftand,'is, 
no doubt, mt-ft arduous — it calls fcr.inceffant vigilance/ 
and indefatigable activity. But I have no doubt 'that 
if we fet about the work, we are fully equal to it. The 
people of Ireland know not their own forces if 'they 
doubt it. In the moral,, as well as the natural world, 
there exift powers of 'indefinite force^ in'fubjects appa- 
rently feeble — and which "want but to be concentered, 
to be irrefiftible — A drop of water, '. reduced to' ftearn, 
and properly confined L and directed,- may'burft a rock. 
One principle fairly urged, may overfet a Minifler, 
tho' fortified by all the patronage of 'an empire, and 
difencumberedof ; all the-clogs of honefly and honour. 
But what is that principle which mull be inculcated to 
fave Ireland ? It is this, " That national liberty and 
independence are the only true fources of found mo- 
rals, of civilization, of wealth, of ftrength, and of com- 
merce— that liberty and independence, are the conftitu- 
tion of Ireland ; and that the people of Ireland, (I mean 
its property, not its population) are its guardians." I fliall 
not now enter into a detail of thofe mcafures, which, 
as guardians of their conftitution, I think they ought to 
% takeat this momentous crifis— happily, the integrity, 
the fpirit of its rcprefentatives, have made it the lefs 
neceffary. I fliall, therefore, only fugged to them that 
they acquired that conflitution by boldly {peaking out, 
and that by the fame explicit declaration of their fenfe, 
by the manly, bold avowal that they are determined 
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to maintain the independence they have afferted, they 
will preferve it ! Such a declaration, the Britifti Minif- 
ter, raih and prefumptuous as he is, will not dare to 
controvert. Should/ however, that meafure fail, the 
means of Ireland are not yet exhaufted— -other modes 
will occur, by which a- legal refiftance may be made to 
a project that endangers the connection of the empire. 
But. mould even' thefe remedies fail alfo, I am told there 
remains yet another— one deeply hidden in 
the. bofom of the conftitution ; and which is to be 
revealed but with its expiring breath ! It is not for me 
to difclofe it ! 

AN IRISHMAN. 



SONG. 



I'une—-" Moggy Lauder" 



J.ERNE once the Premier fought, 

With Johnny Bull to wed, fir, 
And to his Royal Mailer brought, 

Propofals on that head, fir. 
And begg'd his Majefty would take 

Into confideration, 
If by their Union he could make 

One great, imperial nation. 

The council fummon'd by the king, 
Debated on the fcheme, fir, 

And fpon they all approv'd the thing, 
Well kn.qv.-ing whence it came, fir. 



Young Billy much rcjoic'd to fee 

His plan met approbation, 
And whifper'd' to old Hawkefbury, 

" Good funds for new taxation." 

To work, thenjlyly Billy went, 

Well fkill'd in prostitution, 
To bribe the Irifli Parliament, 

To fell their Conftitution. 
The bafeft means of ev'ry kind, 

Were ufed by this projector, 
But one apoftate could he find, 

A hearth-money collector. 

Let's ftigmatize with mark'd contempt, 

And fcorn the fordid knave, fir, 
Whom private int'reft thus could tempt, 

His country to enflave, fir. 
Our liberties we will maintain, 

Nor tamely them furrender, 
But each fliall firmly ftill remain, 

His country's bold defender. 

'Gainfl Traitors and Defpotifm, 

Our kingdom we'll defend, fir, 
And henceforth all domeftic fchifm, 

For ever let us end, fir. 
In one great caufe let all unite, 

To guard the Irifli nation. 
In independence, her birth-right, 

'Gaihft Britifh ufurpatiom 

In bumpers all diftinctions drown, 

And in their place let's toaft then, 
Ierne's Parliament and Crown, 

And may (he ever boaft them. 
Great Britain ftill we'll freely ferve, 

And ftill fupport connection, 
But independence we'll preferve, 

For an Union is fubjection. 
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